Reovirus associated with excessive mortality in young bobwhite quail.
Multiple submissions of bobwhite quail (Colinus virginianus) were received for diagnosis from a commercial-size quail operation. The history and clinical signs included respiratory distress, lethargy, and substantial mortality. Reovirus was recovered from quail in the first submission, and both reovirus and adenovirus were isolated from later submissions. To determine the pathogenicity of the isolated reovirus, the initial isolate was inoculated into young quail from a different source. Those inoculated by the subcutaneous route became lethargic, and more than half died during the 2 weeks of the trial. Reovirus was recovered from a high percentage of those inoculated by this route. To the authors' knowledge, the isolation of reovirus from quail has rarely been reported, and reovirus has never before been suggested as a pathogen in this species.